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The Variation
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1.e4 c5 2. f3 c6 3.d4 cxd4 4. xd4 
b6 
XIIIIIIIIY
9r+l+kvlntr0
9zpp+pzppzpp0
9 wqn+ + +0
9+ + + + 0
9 + sNP+ +0
9+ + + + 0
9PzPP+ zPPzP0
9tRNvLQmKL+R0
xiiiiiiiiy

SD B33 - The Grivas Sicilian

Introduction



Statistical Overview

Why is it the ‘Grivas Sicilian’?

Why play the ‘Grivas Sicilian’



4.  b6 

History



1.e4 c5 2. f3 c6 3.d4 cxd4 4. xd4 
b6 5. b3 f6 6. c3 e6 7.a3 e7 

8. e2 0–0 9.0–0 a6 10. d3 c7 11.f4 
d6 12. d7 13. e3 ad8 14. d2 d5 
15.e5 e8 16. f3 f5 17. f2 b8 18. b6 

c8 19. d3 c7 20. e2 a8 21. e3 
a5 22.b3 b5 23.h4 b7 24.b4 c7 

25. ed4 d8 
XIIIIIIIIY 
9n+rsn-trk+0 
9+-wqlvl-zpp0 
9p+-+p+-+0 
9+p+pzPp+-0 
9-zP-sN-zP-zP0 
9zP-+LvLN+-0 
9-+P+-wQP+0 
9tR-+-+RmK-0 
xiiiiiiiiy

29. b8 30. h1 f7 31. h6 
32. ah1 f7 33. 6h4 f8 34. d8 
35. b6 36. xh7 xh7 37. xh7 

f7 38. h6 c4 39. f8 40. f2 
c8 41. h4 e7 42. e7 
XIIIIIIIIY 
9-+lsn-+R+0 
9+-wqktr-+-0 
9p+-+p+P+0 
9+p+pzP-+-0 
9-zPnsN-zP-wQ0 
9zP-+L+-+-0 
9-+P+-vLK+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiy

44.

1–0

1.e4 c5 2. f3 c6 3.d4 cxd4 4. xd4 
b6 5. b3 f6 6. c3 e6 7. d3 c7 

8.0–0 a6 9.f4 d6 10. f3 e7 11. d2 
b5 12.a3 0–0 13. ae1 b7 14. h3 b4 
15.axb4 xb4 
XIIIIIIIIY
9r+ + trk+0
9+lwq vlpzpp0
9p+ zppsn +0
9+ + + + 0
9 sn +PzP +0
9+NsNL+ +Q0
9 zPPvL +PzP0
9+ + tRRmK 0
xiiiiiiiiy



16.e5 xd3 17.exf6 xe1 18.fxe7 
xf8 20. xf1 

21. xe1 c4 22. d2 b5 23. de4 
c6 24. h8 25. h4 h6 26. f2 
e7 27. fe4 f6 28. h5 e5 29.fxe5 fxe5 

30. d7 31. xd6 xd6 32. xd6 
h7 33. c4 f5 34. e3 

f3 36. e2 f7 38. d4 d7 
39.b4 h3 40.c4 
43. c4 h5 44. d6. f4 45. e2 f6 
46. xe4 xc6 47. c5 e6 48. 2c3 

f5 49. d6 d3 50. d5 
f2 e3 

b5 
58. xh3 xh3 60. xb5 
axb5 61. c5 
XIIIIIIIIY 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+pvL-+-+-0 
9-zP-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+rmk-0 
9-+-mK-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
xiiiiiiiiy

62. e2 d2 a3 64. e2 f4 
65. d2 e4 66. c2 d5 67. b2 d3 
68. c2 c4 69. b2 c1 c3 
71. e7 d3 72. xb4 73. c2 c4 
74. e7 b4? 75. xb4 76. xd3
1/2
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Breakdown of Chapters

 ¦ Medusa

 ¦ Eros

 ¦ Cyclops

 ¦ Poseidon

 ¦ Hestia

 ¦ Hera

 ¦ Fates

 ¦ Teiresias

 ¦ Hermes

 ¦ Apollo
d2 

 ¦ Dionysus

 ¦ Athena

 ¦ Zeus
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My Big Love

1.e4 c5 2. f3 c6 3.d4 cxd4 4. xd4 
b6 
XIIIIIIIIY
9r+l+kvlntr0
9zpp+pzppzpp0
9 wqn+ + +0
9+ + + + 0
9 + sNP+ +0
9+ + + + 0
9PzPP+ zPPzP0
9tRNvLQmKL+R0
xiiiiiiiiy

1.e4 c5 2. f3 c6 3.d4 
cxd4 4. xd4 5. xc6

5...bxc6

4...£b6

1.e4 c5 2. f3 c6 3.d4 cxd4 4. xd4 
b6 5. e3 xb2 6. b3 e5 7. 1d2 
f6 8.f4 c3 9. f2 

11. d1 d4 12. xd4 xd4
½-½

Lady Godiva



Lady Godiva



Sound or Not





Variation A - Medusa B32-B33

1.e4 c5 2. f3 c6 
3.d4 cxd4 4. xd4 b6 
XIIIIIIIIY
9r+l+kvlntr0
9zpp+pzppzpp0
9 wqn+ + +0
9+ + + + 0
9 + sNP+ +0
9+ + + + 0
9PzPP+ zPPzP0
9tRNvLQmKL+R0
xiiiiiiiiy

Nomenclature
Medusa under the Microscope

Chapter 1 - Move By Move



Variation A1 - Medusa - 5.?

1.e4 c5 2. f3 c6 3.d4 cxd4 4. xd4 
b6 
XIIIIIIIIY 
9r+l+kvlntr0 
9zpp+pzppzpp0 
9-wqn+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-sNP+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9PzPP+-zPPzP0 
9tRNvLQmKL+R0 
xiiiiiiiiy

5. c3? 

d2 d2 

5... xd4 

6. d3 

6... b6 

7.0–0 

7...e6 8.a3 a6 9. b1 f6 10. e3 c7 
11.f4 d6
XIIIIIIIIY 
9r+l+kvl-tr0 
9+pwq-+pzpp0 
9p+nzppsn-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+PzP-+0 
9zP-sNLvL-+-0 
9-zPP+-+PzP0 
9+R+Q+RmK-0 
xiiiiiiiiy

Variation A2 - Medusa - 5. e2

1.e4 c5 2. f3 c6 3.d4 cxd4 4. xd4 
b6 5. e2 
XIIIIIIIIY 
9r+l+kvlntr0 
9zpp+pzppzpp0 
9-wqn+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+P+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9PzPP+NzPPzP0 
9tRNvLQmKL+R0 
xiiiiiiiiy



5... f6 

6.

6...e6 

7. e2 d5 
XIIIIIIIIY 
9r+l+kvl-tr0 
9zpp+-+pzpp0 
9-wqn+psn-+0 
9+-+p+-+-0 
9-+-+P+-+0 
9+-+-+-sN-0 
9PzPP+LzPPzP0 
9tRNvLQmK-+R0 
xiiiiiiiiy

Variation A3 - Medusa - 5. f5

1.e4 c5 2. f3 c6 3.d4 cxd4 4. xd4 
b6 5. f5 
XIIIIIIIIY 
9r+l+kvlntr0 
9zpp+pzppzpp0 
9-wqn+-+-+0 
9+-+-+N+-0 
9-+-+P+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9PzPP+-zPPzP0 
9tRNvLQmKL+R0 
xiiiiiiiiy

5...d5 

XIIIIIIIIY 
9r+l+kvlntr0 
9+p+pzppzpp0 
9pwqn+-+-+0 
9+-+-+N+-0 
9-+-+P+-+0 
9+-+-vL-+-0 
9PzPP+-zPPzP0 
9tRN+QmKL+R0 
xiiiiiiiiy



6.exd5 

d2 

6... xf5 7.dxc6 xc6 8. c3 a6 
XIIIIIIIIY 
9r+-+kvlntr0 
9+p+-zppzpp0 
9p+q+-+-+0 
9+-+-+l+-0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-sN-+-+-0 
9PzPP+-zPPzP0 
9tR-vLQmKL+R0 
xiiiiiiiiy

Variation A4 - Medusa - 5. e3

1.e4 c5 2. f3 c6 3.d4 cxd4 4. xd4 
b6 5. e3 
XIIIIIIIIY 
9r+l+kvlntr0 
9zpp+pzppzpp0 
9-wqn+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-sNP+-+0 
9+-+-vL-+-0 
9PzPP+-zPPzP0 
9tRN+QmKL+R0 
xiiiiiiiiy

5... xb2 

a) 

XIIIIIIIIY 
9-+lmk-vl-tr0 
9zpp+pzppzpp0 
9-+n+-+-+0 
9+N+-+-+-0 
9-+-sNP+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9PsnP+-zPPzP0 
9tR-+-mKL+R0 
xiiiiiiiiy

XIIIIIIIIY 
9N+lmk-vl-tr0 
9zpp+pzppzpp0 
9-+-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-sn-+P+-+0 
9wqN+-zP-+-0 
9P+P+-+PzP0 
9tR-+QmKL+R0 
xiiiiiiiiy



b) 
XIIIIIIIIY 
9r+l+kvl-tr0 
9+p+pzppzpp0 
9pwqn+-sn-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-sNP+-+0 
9+-sN-vL-+-0 
9PzPP+-zPPzP0 
9tR-+QmKL+R0 
xiiiiiiiiy

c) 
c1)

XIIIIIIIIY 
9r+lmk-vl-tr0 
9zpp+pzppzpp0 
9-+n+-sn-+0 
9+N+-+-+-0 
9-+-sNP+-+0 
9+-+-vL-+-0 
9PwqP+-zPPzP0 
9tR-+QmKL+R0 
xiiiiiiiiy

d2 

c2) de2? 
XIIIIIIIIY 
9r+l+kvl-tr0 
9zpp+pzppzpp0 
9-+n+-sn-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+P+-+0 
9+-sN-vL-+-0 
9PwqP+NzPPzP0 
9tR-+QmKL+R0 
xiiiiiiiiy

c3)
XIIIIIIIIY 
9r+l+kvl-tr0 
9zpp+pzppzpp0 
9-+n+-sn-+0 
9+N+-+-+-0 
9-wq-+P+-+0 
9+-sN-vL-+-0 
9P+P+-zPPzP0 
9tR-+QmKL+R0 
xiiiiiiiiy

c31) 

 

d2 

 



c32) 
XIIIIIIIIY 
9r+l+kvl-tr0 
9zpp+pzppzpp0 
9-+n+-sn-+0 
9wqN+-+-+-0 
9-+-+P+-+0 
9+-sN-vL-+-0 
9P+P+-zPPzP0 
9+R+QmKL+R0 
xiiiiiiiiy
d2 

 

c33) d2 

c34) d2! 
XIIIIIIIIY 
9r+l+kvl-tr0 
9zpp+pzppzpp0 
9-+n+-sn-+0 
9+N+-+-+-0 
9-wq-+P+-+0 
9+-sN-+-+-0 
9P+PvL-zPPzP0 
9tR-+QmKL+R0 
xiiiiiiiiy

XIIIIIIIIY 
9r+lmk-vl-tr0 
9zpp+pzppzpp0 
9-+n+-sn-+0 
9+N+-+-+-0 
9-wq-+P+-+0 
9+-sN-+-+-0 
9P+PvL-zPPzP0 
9+R+QmKL+R0 
xiiiiiiiiy

 

XIIIIIIIIY 
9r+l+kvlntr0 
9zpp+pzppzpp0 
9-wq-+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-snP+-+0 
9+-+-vL-+-0 
9PzPP+-zPPzP0 
9tRN+QmKL+R0 
xiiiiiiiiy



6. b3 
XIIIIIIIIY 
9r+l+kvlntr0 
9zpp+pzppzpp0 
9-+n+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+P+-+0 
9+N+-vL-+-0 
9PwqP+-zPPzP0 
9tRN+QmKL+R0 
xiiiiiiiiy

a) 
a1)

 

d2 
XIIIIIIIIY 
9r+l+kvlntr0 
9zp-+pzppzpp0 
9-+p+-+-+0 
9wq-+-+-+-0 
9-+-vLP+-+0 
9+-zP-+-+-0 
9P+-sN-zPPzP0 
9tR-+QmKL+R0 
xiiiiiiiiy

a2) d2 

a3) 

b) 
XIIIIIIIIY 
9r+l+kvlntr0 
9zpp+-zppzpp0 
9-+p+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+P+-+0 
9+-+-vL-+-0 
9PwqP+-zPPzP0 
9tRN+QmKL+R0 
xiiiiiiiiy

c)

–+ 



XIIIIIIIIY 
9r+l+kvlntr0 
9zpp+pzppzpp0 
9-+N+-+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-vLP+-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9q+P+-zPPzP0 
9+N+QmKL+R0 
xiiiiiiiiy

a) 

XIIIIIIIIY 
9r+l+-trk+0 
9zpp+psnpzpp0 
9-vl-+pwq-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+L+P+-+0 
9+NzP-+-+-0 
9P+R+-zPPzP0 
9+-+Q+RmK-0 
xiiiiiiiiy

d2 

b) 

c) d2 

XIIIIIIIIY 
9N+lmk-vlntr0 
9zpp+pzppzpp0 
9-+n+-+-+0 
9+-+Qwq-+-0 
9-+-+P+-+0 
9+-+-vL-+-0 
9P+P+-zPPzP0 
9+N+-mKL+R0 
xiiiiiiiiy

6... e5 



XIIIIIIIIY 
9r+l+kvl-tr0 
9zpp+-zppzpp0 
9-+n+-sn-+0 
9+-+p+-+-0 
9-+-+P+-+0 
9+N+LvL-+-0 
9PwqP+-zPPzP0 
9tRN+QmK-+R0 
xiiiiiiiiy

a) 
d2 

b) 

c) d2 

d)
XIIIIIIIIY 
9r+l+kvl-tr0 
9zpp+-zppzpp0 
9-+n+-sn-+0 
9+-+p+-+-0 
9-+-+P+-+0 
9+N+LvL-+-0 
9PwqPsN-zPPzP0 
9tR-+QmK-+R0 
xiiiiiiiiy 

7. 1d2 

a) 
XIIIIIIIIY 
9r+l+kvlntr0 
9zpp+pzppzpp0 
9-+n+-+-+0 
9+-+-wq-+-0 
9-+-+P+-+0 
9+N+LvL-+-0 
9P+P+-zPPzP0 
9tRN+QmK-+R0 
xiiiiiiiiy

a1)
 

XIIIIIIIIY 
9r+lwqk+-tr0 
9zpp+-vlpzpp0 
9-+n+psn-+0 
9+-zp-zP-+-0 
9-+-+-zP-+0 
9+NsNLvL-+-0 
9P+-+-+PzP0 
9+-tRQ+RmK-0 
xiiiiiiiiy

a2)



a3) d2 

a4) 
XIIIIIIIIY 
9r+l+kvlntr0 
9zpp+p+pzpp0 
9-+n+p+-+0 
9+-+-wq-+-0 
9-+-+P+-+0 
9+N+LvL-+-0 
9P+PsN-zPPzP0 
9tR-+QmK-+R0 
xiiiiiiiiy

b) 
XIIIIIIIIY 
9r+l+kvl-tr0 
9zpp+pzppzpp0 
9-+n+-sn-+0 
9+-+-wq-+-0 
9-+-+P+-+0 
9+N+LvLQ+-0 
9P+P+-zPPzP0 
9tRN+-mK-+R0 
xiiiiiiiiy

7... f6 

8.f4 

8... c3 

9. d3 
XIIIIIIIIY 
9r+l+kvl-tr0 
9zpp+pzppzpp0 
9-+n+-sn-+0 
9+-+-+-+-0 
9-+-+PzP-+0 
9+NwqLvL-+-0 
9P+PsN-+PzP0 
9tR-+QmK-+R0 
xiiiiiiiiy

 

9...d5 

a) e2 


